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the surprise of all men, a! my return, tluit the King had commanded (he1 Duke !o go into Flanders. Some said the Treasurer had obtained it to get the King to himself; others wild il was to avoid (he4 violence of both Houses against the Duke, from the1 .suspicion of some1 that he was of the plot. But it wan, I presume, chiefly to remove all jealousy from flu* Parliament, (hat his Majesty was not. at all inllueneed by popish eonneils— no, not his brother's.
The Common* began to be angry with the Treasurer, for the Speaker they had n mind to being refused by the King, Haying he wa.s (lie occasion of it, because he wan not. his lordship's friend. The dispute continued between the King and the Commons, till at hist they addressed the King, bcHeeehmg him not to invade their undoubted, privilege to choose their Speaker. The King still insisted upon it as his privilege to allow their choice, without which he wan no Speaker, It was (he opinion of all the moderate men in the Hoti.se that such punctilios did not deserve to occasion delays when then; lay business of Mich importance before (hem, but the angry party would not .submit ; .so ilmf by way of expedient the King did prorogue the Parliament from the 1 Itli to the lf»th inst. ; then Serjeant Hivgory wan chosen Speaker, which all sides agreed lo.
And now the storm began to fall HO hoary upon my Lord Treasurer, that he wan persuaded to hic.line to deliver tip his stall', find wit ft it. his odico, hoping to appease both Houses by it. I wan against it, I confess, HO long an he found tin1 King .stick to him, and .said it would rather be u means to make his enemies more fierce— the Lords would fVur him tin1 less when he was out of power, utul the ('nimunus not l«»ve him the better. Now several persons hud got. into gnnd employments, not, by my lord's kindness so much, a< by giving money to liin kdy, who had driven n MTIVI trade of hiking bribes for good ofli.'.es, and not. without, mv lord's knowledge. I knew it, but